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CONFIDENTIAL PHNOM PENH 4683 

FOR STATE/AID 

E.O. 11652: ADS (DECLAS 3/13/76) 

SUB J : RICE SITUATION 

1. FOR THE THREE-WEEK PERIOD FEBRUARY 17, 1975 THROUGH 
MARCH 9, 1975, THE RICE SUPPLY DISTRIBUTION IN PHNOM PENH 
WAS AS FOLLOWS (ALL FIGURES IN METRIC TONS): 

BEGINNING STOCK 2/17/75 16,726 

ARRIVALS: SAIGON AIRLIFT 4,999 
TOTAL AVAILABILITY 2 1 ,725 

LESS DISTRIBUTION 13,270 

NET CLOSING STOCK 8,455 

2. STOCK POSITION: AT COB MARCH 9, 1975, GOVERNMENT RICE 
STOCKS IN PHNOM PENH TOTALLED 8,455 METRIC TONS OF WHICH 
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473 TONS WERE PRE-AIRLIFTED U.S. RICE, 4,999 METRIC TONS 
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SAIGON-AIRLIFT U.S. RICE, 2,285 METRIC TONS LOCAL RICE AND 
698 METRIC TONS BROKENS. 

3. AVERAGE DAILY DISTRIBUTION FOR THE THREE- WEEKS REPORTING 
PERIOD WAS 632 METRIC TONS. THE GRADUALLY INCREASING 
DISTRIBUTION IS ACCOUNTED FOR BY FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

A. HOARDED U.S. RICE STOCKS, SOLD AT PRICES LOWER THAN 
CURRENT PRICE OF LOCAL RICE, HAVE COME TO AN END OR AT LEAST 
COMPLETELY DISAPPEARED FROM THE OPEN MARKET, WHICH RESULTED 
IN ALMOST FULL UTILIZATION OF EXISTING MONTHLY QUOTAS. 

B. THE RULE OF NON TRANSFERABILITY OF UNCOLLECTED 

QUOTAS FROM ONE MONTH TO ANOTHER HAD BROUGHT MANY TO PICK 
UP THEIR ALLOCATIONS BEFORE END OF FEBRUARY. EXAMPLE: 

QUOTE ILOTS UNQUOTE WITIN THEIR REGULAR QUOTAS HAVE 
COLLECTED 276 METRIC TONS, FEBRUARY 1 - 10, 2,133 METRIC 
TONS, FEBRUARY 1 1 - 20, AND 1,930 METRIC TONS, FEBRUARY 
21 -28. 

4. THE AVERAGE DAILY DISTRIBUTION FOR THE COMBINED LAST 
TWO REPORTING PERIODS, I.E., FEBRUARY 3 TO FEBRUARY 16, 

AND FEBRUARY 17 TO MARCH 9, OR 35 DAYS, WAS 537.4 METRIC 
TONS. HOWEVER, AS STATED IN THE PREVIOUS RICE SITUATION 
REPORT, DEMAND WILL INCREASE IN THE MONTHS TO COME. 

AT THE PRESENT TIME, WE PROJECT THE NUMBER OF DAYS' 

SUPPLY FOR PHNOM PENH ON THE BASIS OF AN AVERAGE DAILY 
DISTRIBUTION RATE OF 645 METRIC TONS OF WHICH 100 
METRIC TONS IS EARMARKED FOR THE PL-480 TITLE II PROGRAM. 

(THE BALANCE OF 50 MT PER DAY FOR THE TITLE II PROGRAM 

IS ISSUED FROM STOCKS AT KOMPONG SOM.) THUS, THE 
CLOSING STOCK OF 8,455 METRIC TONS ON MARCH 9 
CORRESPONDS TO A 13- DAY SUPPLY. 

5. ALL THE RICE ARRIVING THROUGH THE SAIGON AIRLIFT WAS 
FROM THE VERY BEGINNING STORED IN SEPARATE WAREHOUSES AND 
NONE OF IT ENTERED THE DISTRIBUTION CHANNEL DURING THE 
REPORTING PERIOD. THE FIRST DISTRIBUTION TO A SELECTED 
QUOTE ILOT UNQUOTE TOOK PLACE ON MARCH 11. PRE- AIRLIFT 

U.S. RICE STOCKS CAME TO AN END FOR ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES 
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MARCH 12. LOCAL RICE AFTER MARCH 12 IS BEING DISTRIBUTED 
TO INSTITUTIONS AND SOME ORGANIZATIONS, UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 
MARCH 22, WHEN MOST OF IT WILL BE GONE. 

6. SINCE MARCH 5 TWO WAREHOUSES OUTSIDE THE SAIGON-AIRLIFT 
TITLE I STORAGE AREA WERE SET UP FOR TITLE II RICE, ON AN 
AVERAGE OF 100 METRIC TONS PER DAY. 
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7. GKR AIRLIFT: DURING THE REPORTING PERIOD 400 METRIC 

TONS WERE AIRLIFTED FROM PHNOM PENH TO KOMPOMRVHAM, AND 
25 METRIC TONS FROM KOMPONG SOM TO KOMPONG THOM. 

8. AIRDROPS BY KAF FROM KOMPONG SOM TO: 

TAKEO 30 METRIC TONS 

DOS KAMHCHOR 6 METRIC TONS 

KOMPONG SEILA 1 2 METRIC TONS 
KOMPOT 60 METRIC TONS. 

9. PRESENT RICE STOCKS IN KOMPONG SOM WAREHOUSES: 13,529 
METRIC TONS. 

DEAN 
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